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There has never been a written language for Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Peoples. They used art to
convey their important cultural stories from generation to
generation.

It was important for Indigenous Australians to pass on
information to preserve their history and culture. Australian
Indigenous art is centred on storytelling. Storytelling
through art is used as a method to convey knowledge of
the land, events and beliefs of the Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples.

TfLe0l, ¥ @

The use of symbols was a way to write down
stories of cultural significance and to teach
survival and use of the Australian land.
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Although Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples
have been using ochres as body paint, on bark and rocks ™%
for tens of thousands of years, it was not until the 1930s

that the first paintings were done.

In 1971, a teacher named Geoffrey Bardon
was working with Aboriginal children in Alice
Springs. He noticed that when the Aboriginal

men were telling stories, they would draw
symbols in the sand.




Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples Art has since
been identified as an exciting contemporary art form of the
20th century.

Indigenous Australian Artists need permission
to paint particular stories. They inherit the rights
to these stories, which are passed down
through generations and an artist is forbidden
to paint a story that does not belong to them
through the family.




Ochre was the most important painting material used by
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples. It was
mined from the earth and was a crumbly hard rock,
heavily coloured by iron oxide. It came in a variety of

natural earthy colours from pale yellow to dark red and
brown.
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