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Connection o County

The term ‘country’ is often used by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples to explain their
family connection with a specific place in Australia.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples use natural resources from their country or place for
many things: food, shelter, clothing, medicines, tools, weapons, art, craft and ceremonial objects.

Their spiritual connection with the land, sky and sea makes sure they
are conservationists.

) These practices and connection to the land are passed on from
= L generation to generation.




KnowledgeYoftheidENViRonmenit:

Their deep knowledge of the land enabled them to use the environment to the maximum.

For Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, the land is part of their identity. It
cannot be bought or sold.

Land provides a spiritual connection, but also the means of living.




InfharnmenyAWithitheFanc

For some Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, because of their geographical location,
they have a close connection to the sea.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander practices like fishing for food or building a shelter, were
always done with balance, never taking more than they needed.




UsingiNeGtURalIRESOUREES

Men were the hunters. They were clever in their food collection, as they would only source
food in their own land area and only hunt specific animals in each season.

Women gathered other food types, including insects, fruit, root vegetables, berries and nuts.

They were able to live healthy lives with an abundance of food and natural resources for
living, by ensuring the maintenance of the natural resources was kept.
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HOPEC

Since the colonisation of Australia by Europeans, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders
Peoples relationships with the land have changed.

In some areas of Australia, they continue to maintain their knowledge and management of the
environment, as well as their spiritual and cultural connectedness with their country.
During settlement, Europeans bought the land without recognising the traditional owners of
the land.

During the 1970s, the land, sea and custodial rights laws were introduced, which allowed
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples access to their traditional lands.
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, Let’s commect whet we know

Your mission:

Draw two images, side by side.

Your first picture should show what the
relationship with the land was for the
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples
before European settlement.

Then, your second picture should show how
the European settlement impacted the
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples.






